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Grace for Grace (John 1:16)
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The Spiritual Atomic Bomb
In August 1945 two atomic bombs were
dropped on Japanese cities (Hiroshima and
Nagasaki). The destructive force was unlike anything ever seen before. The explosions caused death and injury to people and
destroyed buildings, created high winds
that added to the tremendous damage, intense heat and fire, and later the horrible
effects of radiation poisoning.
Though
ethical questions regarding the use of the
atom bombs lingered, these bombings surely brought the war to a quicker end – and
saved the lives of thousands of American
soldiers that would have been involved in
an all-out invasion of the Japanese mainland. The end of the war brought thousands of soldiers back to their homes and
families, allowed businesses and factories
to return to civilian use, and ushered in a
period of population growth, economic
health, technology expansion etc., etc. An
incredible power, unknown and unseen
prior to 1945, had hastened the end of
World War II – the worst military conflict
the world had even seen.
For those of us who understand something about the terrible spiritual conflict
that the world has known since the days of
Adam and Eve as recorded in Genesis 3,
there is hope and expectation of that spiritual conflict ending soon. In an apparent
parallel to World War II, there is coming a
tremendous spiritual explosive force (never
seen before) that will hasten the end of this
terrible spiritual conflict.
The coming spiritual explosion is related to national repentance. Though the
world has seen the effect of regional waves
of repentance/revival etc, the world has
never seen, nor experienced, the explosive
effect of clear, corporate, national repentance. National repentance is when an entire nation experiences a move of God.
That type of national repentance will have
an impact beyond anything yet experienced. The coming spiritual atomic bomb
of national repentance is soon to explode in
the tiny nation land of Israel. Predictions
of an atomic bomb before 1945 were either
non-existent or summarily dismissed.
Yet, it came anyway.
National repent-

ance for the nation and people of Israel
seems incredibly unlikely, and many might
dismiss it – but it is coming anyway. As
surely as God promises, as surely as the
certainty of His Word – a national repentance in the people and nation of Israel is
coming and is coming soon!!
Zechariah 12 tells us, “And it shall
come to pass in that day, that I will seek to
destroy all the nations that come against
Jerusalem. And I will pour upon the house
of David, and upon the inhabitants of Jerusalem, the spirit of grace and of supplications: and they shall look upon me whom
they have pierced, and they shall mourn for
him, as one mourns for his only son, and
shall be in bitterness for him, as one that is
in bitterness for his firstborn.” Verses 11
to 14 tell us that a tremendous mourning
through the land of Israel will occur.
Chapter 13 then opens with “In that day
there shall be a fountain opened to the
house of David and to the inhabitants of
Jerusalem for sin and for uncleanness”.
This is a tremendous turning – repentance.
It is in the light and understanding of the
Holy One of Israel, the Messiah, the Suffering Servant, of Isaiah 53.
In the last 100 years there has been a
definite increase in the number of Jewish
people coming to believe in Y’shua – but
that has been limited to essentially one or
two Jewish people at a time. Zechariah
prophesied of this turning this repentance
coming on a national scale.
Both Ezekiel 36 and Ezekiel 37 talk
about this great change in the nation and
people of Israel. Ezekiel 36 gives us a
unique order of events concerning Israel.
The prophet talks about the scattering of
the Jewish people all over the world. Then
God (for His own name sake) gathers the
Jewish people from those nations where
He has scattered them and brings them
back to the Land of Israel. Then He begins
to work on their heart and their spirit. He
cleanses them and gives them a new heart.
He blesses the land and their produce.
Then in the light of that goodness and
blessing, Israel as a nation remembers it
own ungodly ways, and turns in repent-

ance. Israel then begins to be a powerful
witness of God’s goodness to all that are
around them.
Jeremiah 33 and Romans 11 give us a
foretaste of the incredible nature of this
coming national repentance.
Jeremiah
33:9 “And it shall be to me a name of joy,
a praise and an honor before all the nations
of the earth, which shall hear all the good
that I do unto them: and they shall fear and
tremble for all the goodness and for all the
prosperity that I procure unto it.” The
Apostle Paul in Romans 11:15 states: “For
if the casting away of them be the reconciling of the world, what shall the receiving
of them be, but life from the dead?” This
national repentance is a goodness that
causes trembling, and is as amazing as
bringing life from the dead. That tells us
something about the impact and nature of
this great event coming to Israel.
Unfortunately many people struggle
with God’s word and His promises.
Sometimes it is a struggle believing that
God is really as good as His word tells us.
Israel surely does not deserve great blessing in this way, but really none of us do.
Yet, God has promised to demonstrate the
incredibleness of His mercy and kindness
Continued on page 2

The Gift of Confidence
Grace is a weapon of mass destruction. It
will overthrow every negative. It neutralizes everything contrary to God’s nature
by being the revelation of that nature.
Grace is always firmly placed next to any
sin or error. Where sin abounds grace
shows up much more powerfully
(Romans 5:20). Grace is God’s abundance in the place of man’s deficiency.
Grace is the foundation for confidence in
God. All growth is built on grace. It
gives people a place to stand in favor.
Whilst they are learning to be Christ-like,
God does not punish for mistakes, He
provides for them. It is a huge adjustment to move from sinful man to beloved
son.
From Graham Cooke, The Gift of Confidence

The Expanded Home Front

The Expanded Home Front

On March 5, 2011 Art Weiner and Deb Novak were joined in marriage under a chupa
(canopy) at Christian Assembly of God in
Zion, IL. The ceremony was a unique blend
of Hebrew, Messianic and Christian tradition.
More than a few people told us that they
were greatly blessed by the wedding and
wedding celebration.
Yet, they were not
more greatly blessed than Deb and I.
After twelve years of living as a singleparent widower, it has been a wonderful
change to be married to an absolutely wonderful woman. I am a very “happy camper”
with Deb, maybe a truly smiling maven. I
know that Deb feels quite similar.
After enjoying ten days of honeymoon in
Charleston SC it become increasingly apparent that our contract to buy a new home was
not going well. It did eventually fall through
for numerous, rather unique, combination of
circumstances. We moved out of my old

apartment and into Deb’s existing house
much more quickly than we had ever anticipated. The house was a tight fit for the four
of us, Art, Deb, Nate (Deb’s son), and Caleb.
We did a bit of remodeling to add one more
bedroom, which also reduced the size of our
living room. It actually worked out well and
made the situation much more livable.
The summer brought two significant power outages to the Zion area, a tree down in
our backyard, air conditioning problems,
vehicles breakdowns, a sick Comedor (our
cat), plumbing problems in the house, and
plenty of adjustment for all of us. Somehow,
probably the grace of God, we made it
through the summer. Our “checklist” of temporal challenges around the house has reduced; needless to say we are quite relieved.

We did have a number of opportunities to
go camping and enjoyed them thoroughly.
The last one was to the Warren Dunes in
Michigan. This included time with Ruthe
and two friends, and one of Deb’s granddaughters, Ayana. Deb has 10 grandchildren
– so with our marriage, I became an “instant”
grandpa. The children call me “Saba Art”
(Saba is hebrew for grandfather).
Caleb has started his senior year in High

Atomic Bomb (continued from page 1)
through the national repentance He pours
out upon Israel in these coming days. And
through that – He will bless many others
also. Paul made that clear both through
His writings, and through His life.
Paul was one Jewish man with a lifechanging encounter with Messiah Y’shua.
There was a tremendous and wonderful
change in Paul’s own life – that change
also brought much blessing to many others.
Paul’s ministry and His Epistles in the
New Covenant scriptures have helped to
communicate the wonder of God’s love to
countless people. Though burdened for the
Jewish people and their reconciliation with
Messiah, Paul’s ministry and life blessed
many more Gentiles than Jews. Repentance in the light of Messiah enabled this
blessing through one Jewish man’s life.
One Jewish man changed by Messiah
brought great blessing to many people.

An entire nation of Jewish people repenting in the light of Messiah will be multitudes of Jewish people changed and becoming great blessings to others. Paul’s
one life affected and blessed so many people, especially outside of Israel. What will
it be like when there are multitudes of Jewish people, leaders, rabbi’s etc. coming to
faith in the Messiah. Many Jewish people
will be radically changed by Messiah.
There will be many Jewish people becoming great blessings to the world in a manner similar to that of the Apostle Paul. In
a sense it will be like multitudes and multitudes of Apostle Pauls. This will be a spiritual atomic bomb of God’s incredible and
magnificent grace. This writer likes to say
“it is not be business as usual” and “we
ain’t seen nothing yet! Glory to God in
the Highest!

School. He has also been working at West
Marine in Winthrop Harbor. It is a perfect
job for this fishing/boating enthusiast. Nate,
who graduated in June, is working at Pizza
Hut in Zion. He has decided to work 1 to 2
semesters before starting college. Ruthe is
now in her third year at Bradley University in
Peoria, IL and is an Industrial Engineering
Major. She continues to work as a balloon
artist on the weekends.
It is an enjoyable, yet at times challenging, adventure to now be two parents with
two teenagers at home instead of one parent
with one teenager at home each. It all makes
for a new and unique expanded home front.
We are very thankful for the wonderful and
incredible grace of God!
The Smiling Maven is a bi-monthly Jewish flavored newsletter sharing God’s incredible grace.
There is coming a spiritual atomic bomb of that
incredible grace. It is an imminent spiritual explosion soon to happen in Israel that will have an
awesome effect in Israel and all the world.
Life is often hard. Suffering is a real part of
life. Sometimes suffering enables us to see more
clearly the reality that God loves us. He loves us
unconditionally; it is not based on how we are
doing. We may begin to understand the wonder of
God’s salvation through Messiah Y’shua. Grace
might actually be breaking through into our lives.
It is the experience of grace that can generate the
most genuine smiles. “Maven” is a Yiddish word
that means “a person with special knowledge or
experience.” Evidence of God’s grace should be
characterized by an ability to smile. The Smiling
Maven newsletter is an encouragement for all of us
to be smiling mavens, smiling people with special
knowledge of God’s amazing grace.
Editor……………..………………….Arthur Weiner
Someone needing to smile more
Office Assistant………………..……….Deb Weiner
Helping to keep the editor organized and smiling
Copy Editor…………………….…..…….Peter Toeg
Making sure that our articles can produce smiles
Quality Control…………………....….Caleb Weiner
Smiling, especially while fishing
Contact us at smilingmaven@yahoo.com, The Smiling
Maven 1215 Carmel Blvd. Zion IL 60099, or call us
at 847-731-6838.

